The nucleotide sequence of a 6,294 bp EcdKl fragment of the E. coli chromosome encompassing the tdc operon was completed. The sequence reported here overlaps with previously determined sequences from nucleotides 1734 (formerly 1) to 6025 (formerly 4282) (1,2,3) . This sequence contains three open reading frames: tdcR, bases 1670 (GTG) to 1374; and two reading frames of unknown function: orfA, bases 1115 (ATG) to 579 and a truncated orfB, bases 554 (ATG) to 1. All gene products have been identified in a minicell system (unpublished data).
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